Unit 6  Book I


Unit 6  
What Animals Really Think 
Teaching Objectives

After learning this unit, Ss are supposed to be able to 
1.  understand the main idea ( some animals seem capable of thinking when it is in their own interests to do so) and structure of the text ( introduction, 3 subheadings to give 3 supporting examples, conclusion);

2. appreciate the importance of examples in exposition;

3. grasp the key language points and grammatical structures in the text;

4. conduct a series of reading, listening, speaking and writing activities centered upon the theme of the unit. 
Time Allotment
	1st –2nd period
	3rd –4th period
	5th –6th period
	7th –8th period

	  Pre-reading ;

While-reading 

(cultural notes,

pronunciation of 

words)


	While-reading(language points, text structure)
	While-reading

(grammatical

structures; details,

transitional devices)

Post-reading

(main idea;

exercises)
	Post-reading (exercises)

Post-reading

(Theme-related

Language Learning

Task)


Teaching Contents and Teaching Procedures
I. Pre-reading tasks
  1. Ask Ss the following two questions to check if they have listened to the tape recording:

    ---- How does Michael Jackson feel about Ben?

(hint: They are friends, because they find comfort in the company of each other.)

    ----- Is the song related to the theme of this unit ─ animal intelligence? How?

(hint: Yes. If Ben is a friend, he thinks and feels like a human being.)

2. Offer a definition of intelligence: the power of perceiving, learning, understanding and knowing; mental ability.

  Ask Ss to give examples, anecdotes, personal experience, scientific findings about animal intelligence.

Lead into the text by saying: As you all agree, animals do display intelligence in some areas. Let’s read the text and find out more examples of animal intelligence.

3. Cultural Notes
gorilla: the largest of the great apes. The male is heavily built and may stand 1.7 m (5.5 feet ) in height, with an arm-spread of 2.4 m (7.8 feet ). It has a large head with a short neck, prominent mouth, thin lips, and small ears. The female is smaller than the male. This huge animal has formidable canine teeth, yet it feeds on fruit and vegetables and has no natural enemies. Most of the day is spent on the ground; they usually walk on all fours leaning on the knuckles of their hands, but occasionally upright.2.

orangutan: a species of large ape related to chimpanzees, gorillas, and man. It is the largest fruit-eater in the world and is known to eat at least 200 species of fruit.The prominent flanges of fat at the side of the face are very striking in large adult males. The jaws project forward from the face, the eyebrow ridge is only slightly pronounced, and the eyes and ears are small. The coat is coarse, long, and shaggy, especially over the shoulders and arms, where it may grow to 45 cm (18 inches) in length. And the arms and hands are extremely long. When extended the arms may span 2.4 m (7.8 feet) and their length is exaggerated because the standing height of the animal is only 1.4 m (4.5 feet).

II. While-reading tasks
A. Fast reading and try to grasp the main idea of text


[image: image1]
B. Structure Analysis

The whole passage falls into 4 parts:

Part I (para.1-2): Animal do have, at least, some limited intelligence, and the personal experiences of those who are in close contact with animals are convincing.
Part II (para.3-6): Some animals are intelligent enough to know how to bargain with people.
Part III (para.7-10): Animals like whales can assess a situation and act accordingly.
Part IV (para.11-13): Animals sometimes can be tricky.
C. Text Analysis:

Text Structure
1. Draw Ss’ attention to Text Organization Exercise2 and asks them to finish it while the class goes over each part.
2. Draw Ss’ attention to the three subheadings in the text, and explain the functions of headings: suggest to the reader the contents of each section; enhance the formal appearance of an essay; eliminate the need for wordy transitional devices between sections.

3. Focus on the various transitional devices employed in the text:

Headings and subheadings provide natural transitional between paragraphs or sections. However, it doesn’t follow that any other transitional devices are not welcome. For example, the first sentence under the heading “Let’s Make a Deal” begins with “Consider the time…”. This actually introduces an example to illustrate the point made by the author in the introductory part of this article. Or consider the first sentence under the heading “Tale of a Whale”—“Why would an animal want to cooperate with a human?” Both the heading and the question direct readers’ attention to another demonstration of animal intelligence. The third heading and the sentence following it— “Sometimes evidence of intelligence can be seen in attempts to deceive.”—function similarly.
       Another common transitional device is the use of anaphora(前指) and cataphora(后指). The former is seen in the use of pronouns to refer to something, somebody or some event previously mentioned, the latter predicting something, somebody or some event that will soon be mentioned in the discourse. This text mainly employs anaphora. Ask students to answer the following questions:

    — What does “it” in the first line of Para. 4 refer to? (hint: the key chain held by Colo)
    — What does “the problem” in the first of Para. 10 refer to? (hint: The keepers couldn’t reach the baby whale to help it.)
    — What does “this whole trick” in the first line of Para. 12 refer to? (hint: Malati deceived her keeper into giving her two oranges instead of one.)
       Besides, conjunctions also pave the way for a smooth transition of ideas. Take the first sentence of Para. 6 for example: “ Miles also tried to teach Chantek more virtuous habits such as saving and sharing.” The conjunction “also” connects this paragraph with the previous one. “Such as” introduces a new example to be mentioned in the sentences to follow.

       In the beginning sentence of a new paragraph, one may also sum up the main idea of the previous paragraph or section, then go on to introduce the topic of the paragraph. The first sentence of Para. 5— “If an animal can show skill in trading one thing for another, why not in handling money?”— is a good case in point.

D. Language Study
1. intelligence: ability to learn and understand  智力

Examples: Do computers have any intelligence?

            Don’t act like such an idiot ─ use your intelligence.

     (intelligence  a.)
     Examples: Within a few years an intelligence computer will certainly be an important tool for doctors.

              Even if you are intelligent, you can’t be an excellent student without working hard.
2. controversy: a lot of discussion and argument about sth., often involving strong feelings of anger of disapproval (followed by over or about )  争论；争议

Example: A new controversy arose regarding the politician’s finances.

         There is a fierce/bitter/heated controversy over the publishing of his book.

3. surround: be or go all around (sth. and sb. ) 包围；围绕

Example: The village was surrounded by desert. So the villagers had to abandon it and move to other areas.

The shell surrounding the egg has many important functions.
be surrounded with/ by 周围都是     Britain is surrounded by sea.
surround⋯with⋯用⋯⋯把⋯⋯围住         He surrounded the castle with a high wall.

4. explore: 1) examine thoroughly, learn about  探究；探索

E: The engineers have already explored the possibility of building a bridge over the river.

The repairman explored my car and said he would fix it tomorrow.

2) travel over (a region, area, etc.) for the purpose of discovery

E: Both adults and children find it exciting to explore space.

  The man will explore the Sahara desert on foot.

Explorer 探险者；exploration 研究，探险；exploratory探索的
5. obvious: easy to see and understand; clear   明显的

E: It must be obvious to everyone that he’s lying.

  It is obvious that the Chinese women’s soccer team will defeat the American women’s team.

6. encounter: (fml ) meet, esp. unexpectedly   遇到；遭遇

E: She encountered an old friends on the street.

  Before they had gone very far, they encountered a young man selling oranges.

Encounter,  meet

encounter:“偶然相遇，遭遇（困难，危险等）”，比meet 较为正式，暗示意外相遇，相当于happen or chance to meet 或者meet unexpectedly 。meet: fundamentally implies the action of two or more persons or things which from different directions come across each other by design.

7. reveal: make (sth.)known   展示；揭露
E: The details of the new policy for medical insurance have been revealed. 

A survey of the Chinese diet has revealed that a growing number of children in cities are overweight.

8. convince: make (sb.) feel sure by the use of argument or evidence (used in the patterns: 1.convince sb. of sth. / convince sb. that clause /  sb. is convince of sth. / sb. is convinced that clause    2. Convince sb. to do sth. / sb. Is  convinced to do sth       .3. convince sb. / sb. is convinced.)    使取信；使信服

E: His parents managed to convince him that teaching was the most suitable profession for him.

  We finally convinced the police of our innocence.

( be convinced: feel certain that sth. is sure

E: I was convinced that we were doing the right thing.)

Convincing adj. 令人信服的；convinced 确信的； convincible 可使信服的；

9. dominant: ruling; stronger, more powerful, or more noticeable than other people or things 统治的；占优势的

E: Charlie Chaplin was a dominant figure in the American film industry.

  The dominant powers took control of the conference.

10. make a deal: reach an agreement or arrangement, esp. in business or politics  达成交易

E: I’ll make a deal with you ─ you wash the car and I’ll let you use it tonight.

  The car company had made a deal with a Japanese firm, which will supply engines in exchange for brake.

11. negotiate: discuss in order to come to an agreement ( used in the patterns: negotiate for sth. ,negotiate to do sth., negotiate with sb.)  谈判；协商

E: We will negotiate for a pay increase of 3.5%.

  There were reports that three companies were negotiating to share the market.

12. maintain: continue to do or have (sth.)  保持；继续

E: The hotel staff showed determination to maintain high-quality service.

  Our department maintains close contacts with the IT industry.

13. relieve: free (sb.) from pain, anxiety, etc.; ease (pain, anxiety, etc.) (used in the pattern: relieve sb. of sth.)   使减轻痛苦或焦虑等；减轻（痛苦或焦虑等）

E: Taking a part-time job would relieve you of the financial burden.

  Drugs can relieve much of the pain.

14. undertake: carry out; take upon oneself (a task, etc.)  从事；承担（任务等）

E: The United Nations was supposed to undertake the role of global peace-keeper.

  You should think very carefully before you undertake the responsibilities of a general manager of a multi-national company.

Vt. + n.   

Vt. + to do sth.答应做某事
They kindly undertook to revise the composition. (答应)

undertaking n . 所承担的工作，事业，承诺。
15. figure out: understand; reason out  理解；推断出

E: I can’t figure out why he quit his well-paid job to undertake such tedious work.

  It took me 2 hours to figure out how to start the new washing-machine.

Figure out 解释为“理解”时，与make out 同义，但figure

out 还有算出work out的意思。

16. extend: 1) (cause to) stretch or reach  延伸；伸展；扩大；加长

E: The high-speed train service is planned to extend from Baltimore to Philadelphia.

  Rain is expected to extend to all parts of the country by this evening.

2) make larger or longer

E: I would like to stay in France a bit longer, but I will need to extend my visa.

  We’ve extended the kitchen to give us room for a dining area.

17. expend: ( cause to ) grow larger ( in size, number, amount )  扩大；扩展

E: The population of the town expanded rapidly in the 1960s.

  The bank is aiming to expand its share of the mortgage market.

18. switch: change; shift ( used with to )  转换；变换

E: He used to play tennis, but now he’s switched to golf.

  She started studying machine at collage, but switched to Business Studies in her second year.

19. envy: wish that you had a quality or possession that another person has ( used in the patterns: envy sb./sth., envy sb., envy sb. for sth. )  妒忌；羡慕

E: He became a millionaire overnight. Many people envied him for his good luck.

  She’s got capacity for languages that many students would envy.

20. cooperate: act or work together ( follow by with, or in, or to do sth.)  合作；协作

E: The New York City police cooperated with the force in Boston in catching the criminals.

  Aid agencies and the local government are cooperating to deliver supplies to the flooded area.

21. in sb’s interest(s): for or to sb.’s advantage   为了某人的利益

E: It would be in your interests to undertake this task although it’s difficult.

  The local government has to abandon the plan for a new chemical plant because it is not in the public interest.

In the interests of: for the sake of （做表语）
符合⋯⋯的利益；（做状语）为了⋯⋯的利益
Truth is in the interest of the people.

In the interests of safety, please don’t smoke.

22. assess: judge the quality, importance or worth of  评估；估量

E: It’s difficult to assess the effects of the use of multimedia in English language teaching in one semester.

  Examinations are not the only means of assessing someone’s ability.

23. judgment: 1) opinion about sth.  看法

E: In your judgment, what has caused the students’ failure in the examination?

  My judgment is that the students have spent too much time on extracurricular activities.

2) the ability to form valuable opinions and make good decisions  判断

E: He was employed as manager of the Personal Department because of his excellent judgment.

  I respect my father’s judgment and I’ll follow any advice he gives me.

24. at first: at the beginning  起先

E: At first I thought that the shop was empty, then a man appeared from behind one of the counters.

Compare “at first, first, and firstly”. ( See Vocabulary Ⅱ, Confusable Words)

25. emergency: an unexpected and dangerous event which must be dealt with at once 紧急情况；突然事件

E: The pilot of the aircraft was forced to make an emergency landing.

  The emergency services are the first brigade, the police, and the ambulance service.

26. go wrong: stop developing well  有毛病；出故障

E: Everything went wrong with my computer after I installed that new program.

  I didn’t watch the live opening ceremony of the World Cup yesterday because my television went wrong again.

27. size up: carefully examine a situation or person in order to make a judgment  估量；判断

E: I don’t like the way the sales assistants in that shop size up as you walk through the door.

  Some manufacturers have been sizing up some African countries as a possible market for their motorcycles

28. release: set free ( used in the pattern: release sb./sth. from )  释放

E: Some animals in the zoo had been released from its cage.

  He was released from prison after serving two years of a five-year sentence.

29. evidence: sth. that gives a reason for believing sth.; trace ( uncountable noun; often followed by of/for, or that, or infinitive to )   证据；迹象

E: There is a lot of evidence that stress is partly responsible for disease.

  Scientists haven’t found any evidence of life on other planets.

30. deceive: try to make (sb.) believe sth. that is false ( used in the pattern: deceive sb., deceive sb. into doing sth. )   欺骗

E: You can’t pass exams without working, so don’t deceive yourself into thinking you can.

  They deceived the old man into signing the papers.

31. original: first or earliest   最初的；原始的

E: The Indians were the original inhabitants of North America.

  The land was returned to its original owner.

32. give in ( to sb./sth. ): admit a loss; surrender; yield   让步；屈服；投降

E: The authorities showed no signs of giving in to the kidnappers’ demand.

  I pressed my parents until they finally gave in and bought me a computer.

Give way 坍塌，被取代                 give off 发出（气味，蒸汽等）          give out 分发，发出（声音等）；                give up 放弃

33. underneath: under or below  在….下面，在….底下

E: The bomb exploded underneath his car as he was preparing to leave home.

  Russel wore a white vest underneath his shirt.

34. survive: 1) remain alive  幸免于；继续存在，幸免

E: A few were killed but most survived in the earthquake.

  The baby was born with a problem with its heart and only survived for a few hours.

2) continue to live or exist after

E: She survived the accident.

  The plants may not survive the frost.

survival n. 幸存，生存；survivor n. 幸存者
35. wipe out: get rid of or destroy  消灭；消除

E: The bank agreed to wipe out their debts.

  Whole villages were wiped out in the flood.

Language points
language point 1:
Most do not study animal intelligence, but they encounter it, and the lack of it, every day. 

…the lack of it: Here it refers to animal intelligence.

language point 2:

Arriving on the scene, Jendry offered Colo some peanuts, only to be met with a blank stare.

Only to (do sth.) is often used to indicate that sb. did sth. with a disappointing or surprising result. Infinitive to functions as result adverbial.

Examples: He hurried to the railway station, only to find that the train had left.

         He had once tried inviting her out, only to meet with a rather cool response.

language point 3:

This is true, but I don’t think it goes far enough. : What behaviorists say is right, but I don’t think their explanation helps very much.

go far: help very much; achieve much success

Examples: Your suggestion will go far towards solving our present housing problem.

         Jane’s a very talented writer — she’ll go far.

language point 4:

Like the time he helped save a family member. : He did just that when he helped save a family member.

language point 5:

Melati looked Shewman in the eye … : Melati looked directly and steadily at Shewman.

Look sb. in the eye(s): look directly and steadily at sb. because you are not embarrassed or ashamed

Examples: I couldn’t look him in the eye afterwards, knowing that I had lost all that money.

         Can you look me in the eyes and say you didn’t break the window?

language point 6:

Still, it is comforting to realize that other species besides our own can stand back and assess the world around them, even if their horizons are more limited than ours.

…even if their horizons are more limited than ours.: even though they can’t assess the world in the same way as we do because of more limited knowledge and experience.

III. Post-reading tasks
1. Guide Ss through some after-text exercises in class.
2. Ss do Part Ⅳ: Theme- related Language Learning Tasks
3. Ask Ss to prepare the next unit:
a. do the pre-reading task
b. preview Text A
Summary of the Text

In this piece of expository writing, the author wants to tell the reader that animals do have, at first, some limited intelligence, and probably they do their best thinking when it serves their own purposes. Some personal experiences of those who are in close contact with animals are related, which are more convincing evidence than any experiment can provide.
Band Four Paper

1. He wasn’t appointed chairman of the committee, _______ not very popular

with all its members. (2002. 1 CET-4)

A. to be considered       B. considering    C. being considered       D. having considered

[答案] C. being considered

[解析] 句子后半部分是现在分词做状语表示原因。由于he 与consider 是被动关系，因此选C

译文：他未被任命为主席，因为考虑到他没有受到所有成员的喜爱。

2. ______ in a recent science competition, the three students were awarded

scholarships totaling $ 21, 000. (2000. 12 CET-4)

A. To be judged the best                 B. Judged the best

C. Having judged the best                D. Judging the best

[答案] B. Judged the best

[解析] 句中分词短语做原因状语，分词短语中动词judge 与其逻辑主语the three students (句子主 语)是被动关系，因此选B.

译文：由于在最近一次科学竞赛中被认为是最优秀的，那三个学生被授予总额达21000 美元的奖金。

3. The professor could hardly find sufficient grounds ______ his arguments in favor of the new theory. (2000. 6 CET-4)

A. on which to base   B. which to base on      C. to base on       D. to be based on

[答案] A. on which to base

[解析] 句中教授是想将自己的arguments（依据）建立在sufficient grounds 之上，即 to base his

arguments on these sufficient grounds.因此，关系代词which 指代的先行词grounds 应是介词on的宾语，故选A.

译文：教授几乎找不到支持这一新理论的充分理由。

4. Floods cause billions of dollars worth of property damage _______. (1998.6

CET-4)

A. relatively         B. actually           C. annually               D. comparatively

[答案] C. annually

[解析] annually 每年的，每年一次；relatively 相对的；actually 实际的；comparatively 比较的，相当的；
译文：洪水每年都造成几十亿美元的财产损失。

5. The manager spoke highly of such ______as loyalty, courage and truthfulness shown by his employees. (1998. 1 CET-4)

A. virtues          B. features        C. properties         D. characteristics

[答案] A. virtues
[解析] virtue 美德；feature 特征, 指某物明显典型特征；property 特性，性能；characteristic 指一般意义上的特点。
译文：经理对员工表现出的忠诚，勇气和可靠给予高度评价。

6. I hate people who ______ the end of a film that you haven’t seen before. (1997. 6CET-4)

A. reveal                 B. revise              C. rewrite                 D. reverse

[答案] A. reveal

[解析] reveal 泄露，透露；revise 修订，修改；rewrite 重写；reverse 颠倒；
译文：我厌恶那些把你还没有看过的电影的结尾讲出来的人。

7. The 1986 Challenger space-shuttle ______ was caused by unusually low

temperatures immediately before the launch. (2003. 1 CET-4)

A. dismay       B. disaster            C. expedition              D.controversy.

[答案] B. disaster

[解析] 本题要求知道1986 年挑战者号宇宙飞船那次事故，在此基础上选择B.“灾难”。其它的选项与题干不符，其中，A. 表示“惊慌，灰心”；C. “远征”；D. “争论”。
译文：1986 年挑战者号宇宙飞船那次灾难是因发射前一刻异乎寻常的低温造成的。
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